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Minister for Foreign Affairs Welcomes the Adoption of UN Security Council 

Resolution on Gaza

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., has today warmly welcomed 
the adoption by the UN Security Council of a Resolution calling for an immediate, durable 
and fully respected ceasefire.

“It is extremely important that the UN Security Council, as the body tasked with the 
maintenance of international peace and security, has now acted and asserted its wish to see 
an immediate, durable and fully respected ceasefire implemented in Gaza.”

“I earnestly hope that Israel and Hamas will immediately respond to this call and agree to 
cease all hostilities in Gaza or directed against the people of southern Israel. The appalling 
humanitarian situation now prevailing on the ground in Gaza demands no less than this. I 
also want to commend the other diplomatic initiatives underway, particularly those 
undertaken by the Governments of Egypt and France, aimed at ending the violence and 
ensuring a sustainable ceasefire.”

The Minister also commented on the actions of the Israeli military which yesterday 
compelled UNRWA (UN Relief and Works Agency) to suspend its operations in Gaza, 
following the killing of a UNRWA truck driver by Israeli tank fire.

“I am gravely concerned that UNRWA has been forced to take this action. I would remind 
all sides to the conflict in Gaza of their obligations to comply fully with international 
humanitarian law, including as regards facilitation of humanitarian operations and not 
impeding those humanitarian actors seeking to assist the injured and dying.”

“The civilian population of Gaza have already suffered to an appalling degree in this 
dreadful conflict. Their welfare, through the urgent and unimpeded provision of all 
necessary humanitarian supplies and an end to the violence, must be the priority now in 
ensuring that the ceasefire provided for in Resolution 1860 is put in place as speedily as 
possible.” 
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Minister for Foreign Affairs Condemns Latest Atrocity in the Gaza Conflict

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, has today issued a strong 
condemnation of the Israeli air and artillery strikes on two United Nations-run schools in 
the Gaza strip which resulted in at least forty people killed, including a number of 
children.

“I am appalled by these indiscriminate attacks by Israeli forces which has resulted in so 
many civilian fatalities, including of children, who were simply sheltering from the 
conflict taking place around them. The death and suffering, as well as the humanitarian 
deprivation, now being inflicted on the people of Gaza as a result of the continuation of the 
Israeli Operation Cast Lead cannot be justified in any way and must now be brought to an 
immediate end.”

“I extend my deepest condolences to the families of the victims and to the United Nations 
staff involved. I know from my continuing contacts with UNRWA (UN Relief and Works 
Agency) and its Irish Field Director, John Ging, to whom I have spoken today, of the 
incredibly difficult environment in which humanitarian organisations are now forced to act 
and of their very real fears that a major humanitarian catastrophe will unfold in Gaza if the 
current violence does not end soon.”

“I again would like to make the strongest appeal for an immediate cessation of all violence 
in and from Gaza and for the putting in place of an effective and sustainable ceasefire and 
the facilitation of urgent humanitarian access. The international community must re-double 
its efforts to halt the carnage now taking place in Gaza. Ireland will continue to work 
closely with our EU and international partners to achieve the earliest diplomatic resolution 
of this crisis.”
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Minister for Foreign Affairs Condemns Israeli Military Incursion into Gaza

Commenting further on the Israeli ground offensive launched against Gaza last night, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., has repeated his grave concerns 
about the heavy civilian casualties and suffering resulting from Israeli military actions.

“As has been stated already, the military incursion launched by Israel last evening 
represents an extremely dangerous escalation of the situation. I condemn this 
disproportionate use of force by Israel which, as United Nations SG Ban has pointed out, 
will only further complicate the search for peace and an end to this appalling conflict. I 
again urge an immediate cessation of hostilities by all sides and the establishment of an 
effective and sustainable ceasefire. This must include the ending of all rocket attacks by 
Hamas and other Palestinian militants on southern Israel as well as the opening of crossing 
points for the urgent delivery of humanitarian supplies and the facilitation of humanitarian 
access.”

Ends+++
Press Office
Department of Foreign Affairs
4 January 2009

-3-

mailto:press.office@dfa.ie
http://www.dfa.ie/


An Roinn Gnóthaí Eachtracha               Preas Ráiteas 
Department of Foreign Affairs                Press Release
Preas Oifig, Teach Uibh Eachach, Faiche Stiabhna, Baile Átha Cliath 2
Press Office, Iveagh House, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2.

Tel: 353 -1- 478 0822 Fax: 353 -1- 478 5942 / 475 7476 
        Idirlíon/Internet:  www.dfa.ie Ríomh Phost/E-mail: press.office@dfa.ie

Minister for Foreign Affairs Expresses Grave Concern over Israeli Military 

Incursion into Gaza, along with Minister of State announces emergency 

humanitarian funding for Gaza

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Micheál Martin T.D., has voiced grave concern over the 
military incursion by the Israeli Defence Forces into Gaza. 

“I greatly regret this escalation of the situation and would urge Israel to halt this operation 
and withdraw its forces from Gaza. It is necessary to reiterate once again that there can be 
no military solution to the current crisis in Gaza. Israel must halt all military action in 
Gaza and Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups must desist from all rocket attacks 
launched against southern Israel.  

An immediate and sustainable ceasefire is now more compellingly urgent than ever in light 
of these latest developments. Ireland will continue to work actively with its EU and 
international partners to try and achieve a diplomatic resolution to this crisis.”

Minister Martin and Minister of State for Overseas Development, Mr Peter Power T.D., 
have also today announced funding of €500,000 towards alleviating the humanitarian 
consequences of the conflict in Gaza.

Minister Martin said:
“The air strikes on Gaza have already had a devastating effect on the civilian population 
which will now be seriously aggravated by the launch of an Israeli ground operation. 
Following our meeting in Paris earlier this week, EU Foreign Ministers called for the 
urgent delivery of food, medical aid and fuel to relieve the suffering of the people of Gaza. 
I am pleased that Ireland is in a position to make this initial contribution to the 
humanitarian effort. I would underline that full access for humanitarian workers and 
supplies is imperative and call on all concerned to ensure that assistance can reach those in 
urgent need.”

Minister of State Power added:
“The initial Irish Aid contribution of €500,000 will be channelled through a Humanitarian 
Response Fund to support humanitarian agencies operational in Gaza.  

This emergency response to the current crisis is in addition to Irish Aid’s ongoing 
programme of support to the Palestinian people, funding for which doubled between 2005 
and 2008.  Irish Aid’s support to the Palestinian people includes significant core funding 
for UNRWA, the UN Agency for Palestinian Refugees.
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Irish Aid is also the seventh largest contributor to the UN’s Central Emergency Response 
Fund, a stand-by fund established by the UN to enable rapid and reliable assistance to 
those affected by humanitarian emergencies worldwide.  

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to those providing humanitarian 
assistance within Gaza under the most difficult and trying circumstances, including the 
staff of UNRWA, who are central to the humanitarian effort.”
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Minister for Foreign Affairs calls for immediate ceasefire as he leaves for emergency 
EU meeting in Paris

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., has today strongly 
condemned the Israeli air strikes against Gaza which some reports estimate have resulted 
in over 350 people being killed.

Speaking today before he left for an emergency EU meeting in Paris to discuss the 
situation the Minister said:

“I call on both parties to heed the call of the UN Secretary General and the international 
community for an immediate and sustainable ceasefire. The level of civilian suffering and 
appalling loss of life is entirely unacceptable and the situation must not be allowed to 
escalate further.

I spoke this morning with the French Foreign Minister, Bernard Kouchner, and again 
reiterated my strong belief that the Israeli air strikes on Gaza represent a wholly 
disproportionate and unacceptable response to the violence which Hamas has inflicted on 
the people of Israel.
 
Actions such as these, as we know only too well from our own history, serve to continue 
and to escalate the cycle of violence, which has gripped both Gaza and southern Israel in 
recent weeks. 

The EU has been a constant supporter of the Middle East Peace Process and I look forward 
to a constructive and meaningful meeting in Paris this evening.”
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Minister for Foreign Affairs Condemns Killing of UNWRA (UN Relief and Works 
Agency) Personnel in Gaza Air-Strikes

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., has again today issued a 
strong condemnation of the continuing Israeli air-strikes which has now resulted in an 
estimated 300 people being killed since the air-strikes began Saturday.

“I particularly deplore that among the dead are one staff member and seven students with 
the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNWRA) who were killed in Israeli air strikes 
yesterday. It is appalling that staff and students involved with a humanitarian agency such 
as UNWRA, which is headed by an Irish national, John Ging, and is performing such a 
vital role in providing humanitarian supplies and services to the population of Gaza, 
should die in this way.”

“I repeat that there is no military solution to the current situation in Gaza and join with 
others in the international community, including UN Secretary General Ban, in urging an 
immediate end to the Israeli military campaign and air strikes against Gaza as well as an 
end to all rocket attacks against southern Israel launched from Gaza.”

“The only viable solution at this stage is the restoration of a genuine and fully honoured 
ceasefire throughout Gaza and southern Israel. All crossing points into Gaza must also be 
opened immediately for the passage of vital humanitarian supplies and to enable agencies 
such as UNWRA to continue to play its vital, life-saving role”, concluded the Minister.
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Minister for Foreign Affairs Condemns Israeli Air Strikes Against Gaza

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D., has today strongly 
condemned the Israeli air strikes against Gaza which some reports estimate have resulted 
in up to 140 people being killed.

“I condemn in the strongest terms Israel’s action in launching air strikes in Gaza against 
Hamas targets which have resulted in widespread civilian fatalities.”

“These actions, far from ending the cycle of violence which has gripped both Gaza and 
southern Israel in recent weeks, are unfortunately only likely to escalate the situation and 
make the search for an effective ceasefire in Gaza even more difficult.”

“I want to issue a strong appeal to both sides, during this season of peace for many 
throughout the world, to step back from the precipice and desist from any further acts of 
violence. Israel must immediately cease its offensive operations in Gaza and allow 
unrestricted access for humanitarian agencies to assist the many victims of these appalling 
attacks.”

“I have consistently called for an end to all violence in and out of Gaza and repeat that call 
now. I strongly condemn the firing of rockets into Israeli territory. The people of southern 
Israel have as much entitlement to live in peace and security as do the population of 
Gaza.”

“Ireland will support all international efforts to de-escalate the situation in Gaza and help 
re-establish an effective ceasefire. In this regard, I would like to acknowledge the 
considerable efforts which the Government of Egypt has been making.”
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